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Heaſonable ANIMADV ER SIONS on all 
the Papers and Pamphlets lately printed on be- 
half of the Separate Traders to Africa; and de- 
livered by them, at ſeveral times, to the Mem- 
bers of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, and 
others; as pretended Arguments againſt eſta- 
bliſhing and carrying on the Trade to Africa, 
upon the foot of an excluſive Joint- Stock. 
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Ad Populum phaleras; ego te intus, & in cute novi. Perſ. 


a Debate (tho? never ſo juſt and reaſonable in it ſelf) againſt a Sett of People, who, 
through either a rooted and irreconcileable Prejudice, a ſtated Malice and avow- 
ed Enmity, a willful, deliberate, perverſe and ſelfiſh Deſign, an infatuated Stu- 

pidity, or vain-felf-conceited Ignorance, are obſtinately and incorrigibly Proof againſt 
all manner of reaſonable Conviction or Perſwaſion. 2 
It would, perhaps, be thought too ſevere and uncharitable a Cenſure, to ſtip᷑ matize all 
the Separate Traders to Africa, with ſuch a complicated Charge of Obſtinacy, Malice, 
Polly and Ignorance, as ſeems to be above-hinted : But really, without breach of the com- 
mon Rules of Charity, it may very juſtifiably be ſaid, that their Champion, in Print, can- 
not poſſibly free himſelf from the Imputation of being notorioufly guilty of groſs diſ- 
ingenuity, in advancing poſitive Falſhoods, and mere trifling Calumnies, inſtead of any 
ſolid and concluding Arguments, to the Purpoſe : For it any diſ- intereſted and intellis 
gent Reader would condeſcend to ſubject himſelf to the drudgery of reading and con- 
. fidering all the confuſed Rapſodies of perplex'd and inco-herent Libels, that have been 
publiſh'd, on behalf of the Separate Traders to Africa, both the laſt, and ſince the be- 
inning of this Year's Seſſions of Parliament; it will manifeſtly appear that (laying a- 
fide their belov'd and unſeparable Weapons, Calummy, Slaunder, Malice and Envy) all their 
other Arguments being conſidered, diſtinctly and apart, may very eaſily, ſecurely, and 
without any manner of Danger, be grappled with, even by a very indifferent 

Combatant. | 

And for the further Manifeſtation of this Truth, all the molt celebrated Champions 
and Advocates on their Side, are hereby challenged to exhibit and condeſcend upon 
S (if they can) ſo much as any one Poſition or Argument (free of Calumm and Slaunder) 
3 againſt trading to Africa by a Joint-Stock, as preferable to an open Trade thither, that is 
2 
N 


| is an unexpreſſible Misfortune, and endleſs Drudgery, to be oblig*d to maintain 
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not already ſufficiently anſwered, and unanſwerably confuted, in either the FIR ST, 
SECOND, or THIRD PARTS of the REFLECTIONS on the Conſtitution 
1 and Management of the Trade to Africa, Cc. or in ſome of the ſeveral other Papers lately 
| - printed likewiſe on the ſame Subject. | Z 
1 Vet, if thoſe who plead, with ſo much ſeeming Zeal, ſor an open Trade to Africa, in 
©: any ſhape whatſoever, would but once condeſcend to lay aſide their baſe, naſty and un- 
1 chriſtian Maxim, That, by throwing 4 great deal of Dirt, ſome part thereof muſt ſtick ; and 
+ then muſter together, ſtate and publiſh all their Arguments, fairly and candidly (as 
Men pretending to honefty ought to do) without any perſonal Reflections, or imme- 
5 diate regard to the reſpective private Intereſts of either the preſent Africas Company, or 
Separate Traders; but meerly upon the foot of this plain and definite Queſtion, Whe- 
ther the Trade to Africa, can be carried on, with greater Certainty, Security and Improves * 
ments, and to a more National Advantage, by a Company with a ſufficient Joint-Stock, than 
in any open Method that can be propoſed ; they may depend upon getting direct and cates? 
| +  gorical Anſwers, to all and ſundry ſuch Arguments, Objections, Scruples and Overwy 
d tures, as they can poſſibly ſuggeſt on that Head. uf 7 
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However, in the mean time, to the Point now in hand. 5 
The Separate Traders thought fit, (it ſeems) to open their Campaign this Year, with 
a whole Volley of ſcurrilous Invedtives and ſcandalous Calumnies (according to their lau- 
dable Cuſtom) againſt the Royal- African-Company, in a printed Sheet of Paper, intituled, 
ALETTER to a Member of Parliament, concerning the African Trade. 

This LETTER is, in ſubſtance, an Epitome or Summary of all that has been ur- 
ged and publiſhed, in ſo many different Shapes, on behalf of the Separate Traders to 
Africa, both the laſt and this Year's Seſſions of Parliament; and conſiſts chiefly of a 
great Number of very angry and ſpiteful Invectives, againſt the Managers of the Roya!- 
Afritan-Company ; againſt the Adventurers and Creditors of the ſaid Company; yea and e- 
ven againſt the Government too : and then concludes the whole, with a bombaltick and 
ridiculous Panegyrick in praiſe of the Separate Traders, and their imaginary Perfor- 
mances : All which ſhall (for giving the clearer View thereof) be ſeverally conſidered, 
under the four following diftin&t Heads, | 

I. The LETTER contains a pretended, but moſt diſ-ingenuous Account of all 
the Proceedings, in the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, touching the African Trade, impu- 
dently charging the Royal- African- Company as guilty of Treaſon, Piracy, and an indefinite 
Catalogue of many other Crimes, which (tho? the Charge were true, as it is molt ſcan- 
dalouſly falſe) are quite Foreign to the main Queſtion now in Debate, Whether ſertling 
the Trade to Africa, on the foot of a ſufficient Joint-Stock, or ſeveral uncertain, ſeparate Stocks, 
be maſt for the Intereſt of this Kingdom, and the Plantations thereunto belonging. | 

However, as the ſaid Company did ſufficiently vindicate themſelves from the afore- 
ſaid ſcandalous and malicious Charge, before the Honourable Houſe of Commons; ſo a 
particular Account thereof, and of the Company's unanſwerable Defences may be ſeen, 
at large, in the firſt and ſecond Chapters of the THIRD PART of the REFL E- 
CTIONS on the Conſtitution and Management of the African Trade abovementioned, 
where the Charge is undeniably retorted, with a Witneſs, on the Separate Traders 
themſelves. f 

But the Advocates for an open Trade to Africa, have a peculiar faculty of paſſing 
over always in ſilence, whatever they think ſtrikes at the Root of their own perverſe 
and ſiniſter Purpoſes: Thus they ſtill preſent the very ſame things, over and over again, 
upon the ſtage, tho? in ſomewhat a different manner: But by their parti-colour'd Dreſs, 
one may ſtill very eaſily ſee a great deal of the ſame Fool's Coat, patch'd and vampt up 
again. And fo Solomon aſſures us that, % a Fool were bra d in 4 Mortar, yet will not his 
Tooliſhneſs depart from him, Prov. 27. 22. , Fro | 

As to What is faid concerning a Bill for regulating the Trade to Africa; *tis true, that 
ſuch a Bill, for an imaginary regulated Company, was brought into the Houſe : But 
upon peruſal thereof, and the ſeveral printed Reaſons againſt it, the Tenor and Contents 
of the ſaid Bill were found to have been ſo repugnant te the Ends for which it was pro- 
pos'd, that the Wiſdom of the Houſe thought fit to lay it altogether aſide, by dropping 
it; tho' not for want of time, as is vainly inſinuated in the LET'TER; and the unan- 
ſwerable Reaſons againſt the ſaid Bill, may till be ſeen at large in the fourth Chapter 
of the aforeſaid THIRDPART oft te REFLECTIONS above- 
mentioned, | | | 

II. The Writer of this Letter being very ſenſible, that a National Harmony, Unani- 
mity and Concord, was no part of his Friends, the Separate Traders Buſineſs; but that 
their Intereſt conſiſts chiefly in a lawleſs and unreſtrain'd liberty of rambling and ſcram- 
bling, robbing and kidnapping, &c. in remote and far diſtant Regions, along the Coaſt 
of Africa, and fiſhing in troubled Waters here at Home; is very angry at both the 
Adventurers and Creditors of the African-Company, for not diſagreeing and falling out 
among themliclves : That is, for having enter'd, ſome time ago, into certain Articles and 
an Inſtrument of COALITION, tor making all their Intereſts unſeparable, and for 
enabling the Company to proſecute their Trade with ſufficient vigour, upon their obtain- 
ing ſome ſuitable Encouragement from the Parliament: And therefore endeavours to 
t aduce and miſ-repreſent the tenor and tendency of the ſaid COALZTION, as much 
as he can, by his diſtorted fabulous Stories concerning it: But the true Hiſtory of the 
ſaid Adventurers and Creditors Proceedings, in relation to the ſaid COALITION, 
the ſeveral Motives which induced them to enter into ſuch an Agreement; the reaſon- 
ableneſs of ſo prudent and healing a Project; with Anſwers to all the Objections and 
Scruples that can be offered againſt it, may be fully and particularly ſeen ina late print- 
ed Pamphlet, intituled, 4 PERSW ASIVE to Harmony and Unanimity, in compleat- 


ing the COALITION, &c. TY 
III. In order to raiſe Prejudices againſt the ſaid COALITION, and to give a bad 
Impreſſion of the Conſequences thereof, the Letter contains a fabulous Story, with ſcan- 
dalous Inuendo's againſt the GOVERNMENT; as if the ſaid COALITION, 
had proceeded upon an alledg'd Propoſal of the Government's mortgaging or ſelling the A- 


frican Trade to an excluſive Company, for 5050004 Which is ſuch a piece of petulant and 
| g | intolerable 


T3) 
3 Impudence, as may poſſibly meet with a ſuitable Rebuke in due time 
or, 

The Company's Books and Papers (frequently expos'd at ſeveral General Meetings 
and Committees of the Adventurers and Creditors of the Company, jointly and ſeve- 
rally) contain nothing of any ſuch Propoſal ; nor is there any mention thereof, direct- 
ly or indirectly, or of any thing tending towards it, in either the Articles or Inftru- 
ment of COALITION abovementioned ; the Company's Petition to the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, makes not any mention of it ; nor is there ſo much as the leaſt 
inſinuation thereof, in any of the Pamphlets or Papers publiſhed in favour of a Joint— 
Stock- African. Trade, to this hour. But if (perhaps) any Coffee- houſe- Politicians, or others, 
have (in their uſual manner) aſſumed the liberty of projecting and ſaying, in their or- 
dinary Converſation, that the ſettling of the African Trade might, if the Wiſdom of 
the Parliament ſhould ſo think fit, be a mean to encourage and enable the Adventu- 
rers to contribute and advance a Sum of Money to the Government by way of Loan, 
for carrying on the War againſt France; yea, or if any ſuch Project had really happen'd 
to have fall'n even under the Conſideration of the Government, yet ſtill that could 
not have been a juſtifiable Reaſon, for the Separate Traders, or their petulant Lerrer- 
Scribbler's reproaching, and ſo daringly upbraiding the Government with ſelling the Afri- 
can amd Plantation Trades, either in whole or in parts, as is molt impudently and ex- 
preſly ſuggeſted in their printed Letter abovemention'd. 

IV. The laſt Page of the Letter is larded, with two or three formal Paragraphs, in- 
commendation of the African and other Foreign Trades; which will readily be agreed 
to: But the Inferences which the Author pretends to make from them, are fo very ridiculouſ- 
ly wide, contrary to all the Rules of true Reaſoning ; that, by the ſame ſort of Lo- 
gick, he might as well undertake to prove the Truth of the Alcoran, from the ſame 
or the like Premiſſes. However the Letter is concluded, with a frothy and vain Pane- 
gyrick, ia praiſe of the Separate Traders; extolling their pretended vaſt imaginary 
Improvements of the African Trade, in all reſpects; with a peremptory Challenge to 
the whole Body of the Roya/-African-Company, to deny the truth thereof. But (to the 

reat Mortification of this ignorant Brazgadochio of a Letter-Scribbler) any Perſon of an 
ordinary Underſtanding may, from the 23 to the laſt Page of the Firſt Chapter of 
the THIRD PART of the aforeſaid REFLECTIONS, &c. find ſuch a full par- 
ticular, clear and demonſtrative Confutation of all that the Separate Traders, or any 
other Perſon or Perſons for them, have, to this hour, alledg'd, or can any manner of 
way ever pretend, on that Head; that, to the World's End, it is not poſſible for them, 
or any of their molt celebrated Champions, to make a categorical, or any pertinent Re- 
ply to the ſame. And as they never yetattempted to make any manner of Reply to the 
ſaid Chapter, nor to ſeveral other unanſwerable Chapters of the aforeſaid Reflections, &c. 
ſo their whole Truit and Confidence remains in their having an inexhauſtible ſtock of 
elamorous Calumny. Slaunder and Malice always ready at command. 

But however, to come cloſe to the Point ; this particular Diſpute between the pre- 
ſent Company and the Separate Traders, concerning their ſeveral and reſpective private 
Intereſts, does not at all directly relate to the main Queſtion principally to be con- 
ſidered and diſcuſſed in Parliament, viz. Wherher (as the African Trade is naturally 
and unavoidably always attended, with many uncommon and contingent Circumſtances, 
no ways applicable to any of our European Trades) it be better for the Security, Pre— 
ſervation and improvement of the Britiſh Intereſt os the Coaſt of Africa, for the certainty of 4 
ſufficient yearly ſupply of Negroes to the Plantations, at moderate Rates, and for the National 
Intereſt and Advantage of Great-Britain in General, to have the Trade to Africa carried on, 
by a ſufficient Joint-Stock, under one uniform and regular Management, where the Joint- Adven- 
turers, or at leaſt their Managers (or but they only) Mußt be anſmerable to the Queen and 
Parliament, as well as to their Joint- Aventarers, for their own and their Servants Adminiſtra- 
tion, &c. or by uncertain Separate Stocks, under the precarious and divided Management of 
Perſons of quite diffinit Intereſts, and where uo particular Perſon or Perſons are obliged to 
trade longer, or for more Stock, than they think fit; and conſequently without any ſbaddom of 
real Security for the Continuation, Preſervation or Improvement of the Trade, or for ſupplying 
the Plantations with Negroes, better or at more reaſonable Rates, than at Preſent ; ſince none of ſuch 
Separate Traders can be made accountable for the event, whether good or bad. 

If the Separate Traders would confine their Scribbling to this main Queſtion; the 
Parliament might eaſily come to a Point, and a final Determination thereof, from the 
clearneſs of ſuch Reaſons as might readily be offered touching the ſame. But *tis un- 
deniable that, in all their Shuffling and ſham-way of Reaſoning (meerly to ſhift that 
State of the Queltion, and to lead People's Judgments into a Maze or Wilderneſs of 
Miſtakes) they always very Induftriouſly Study ro perſwade the World (tho? molt dif- 
ingenuouſly and falſely) that the preſent Circumſtances and Capacity of the Rœal. 
African. Company, ought to be conſidered, as a Standard of all that can be expected from 


any Joint-Stock-excluſive-Trade to Africa whatſoever ; tho? (at the ſame time) tis vet 
demonſtrable 


(4a). 


demonſtrable that even the preſent low Circumſtances of the ſaid Company, ate chiefly 
and fundamentally occaſion'd, by the frequent Breaches that were tolerated ro have 
been made upon the Privileges of their Charter, by the Private Traders. 
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The next Paper to be examin d in courſe, is intituled, Extract of diverſe 
Paſſages relating to Fxcluſive-Joint-Stock- Companies, taken from Monſieur De 
Witt's Treatiſe of the true Intereft and Political Maxims of Holland and Weſt- 


Friezland. 


O any Man of a generous Temper, it can never be an agreeable Office, to be oblig'd 
| rodiſturb the Aſhes of the Dead, by reflecting, any manner of way, upon what may 
have been their Failings ; eſpecially thoſe of a Perſon whoſe unhappy Fate drove him 
to an untimely and tragical end of his Days. And the Undertakers of any 4uch Task 
muſt always, of Courſe, expect to meet with the Cenſures and Reſentments not only of 
ſuch Perſon's Friends and Relations, but likewiſe of all the Abettors of his ſeeming Prin- 
ciples and Practices. Yet leſt that, in a Caſe of fo great and National a Concern, as 
the right ſettling our Trade to Africa, the Truth ſhould be disguis'd under the Vail of 
Monfear De Witt's ſeeming Authority; it is neceſſary to examine and weigh how far 
the Authority of his private Sentiments, as repreſented in the ſaid Treatiſe, ought: to 
be, any manner of way regarded, in this Particular : For, 

1. Whoever will be at the pains to read over Monſieur De Witt's Treatise above- 
mention'd impartially, muſt readily own, that the whole is a continued Series of a pre- 
meditated and ſtudiouſly contrived Satyr, in a ſeemingly diſguiſed Dreſs, ſtriking con- 
fequentially at the Root of the very conſtituent Parts of the Government of Holland, and 
tarded moſt plentifully, in all the Chapters thereof, with very expreſs, undiſguis'd, 
virulent and moſt bitter Invectives, againſt the Family and Princes of Orange. 

2aty. By the Author's ſtrain and manner of Writing (tho no other Character had e- 
ver been given of him) the Reader might eaſily have gueſs'd that he was a Perſon of 
aà very turbulent, factious, active, defigning and enterprizing Spirit; and that he had 
withal an aptitude of Genius, for any Undertaking whatſoever ; (whether good or bad) 
according, as his Inclinations or other Temptations led him. 2 
Za. After Monſieur De Witt had ſerved the States, for ſome Years, as Penſioner of 
Holland, he became ſhrewdly ſuſpected of being likewiſe, underhand, a Penſioner to the 
French King: But how for that Charge might be true or falſe, is not a point to be 
now diſcuſſed: . However, it is too melancholly a Truth, that he loſt his Life, after 
a moſt Tragical Manner, in the Hands of the Mobb, upon that or ſome ſuch Account. 

athly. Tho? the Marks of a deal of penetration of Thought, and accuracie of Obſer- 
vation, may be ſeen throughout the ſaid Treatiſe; yet no Man ever wrote upon Trade, 
who more frequently (or perhaps ſo often) advanced Doctrines deſtructive to the very 
Maxims which, in ſome other Chapters, he laid down as fundamental Principles, than 
Monſieur De Witt has done. Which may be attributed to one of three Reatons. 1. If 
he had ſuch a Secret Deſign of Raiſing any inteſtine Commotions, for making way to a 
Foreign Power, as he was branded with ; he could not have had a better handle for 
his Purpoſe, than induſtrioufly poſſeſſing the common People with Prejudices againſt 
their Governours, Guilds, Corporations, and excluſive Charters of their Eaſt and Weft- 
India-· Companies; and in ſuch Caſes, muſt of courſe, have been frequently oblig'd to 
propagate publick Opinions, contrary to his own private Sentiments. 2. He was ne- 
ver bred a Merchant, nor in the Practice of Merchandizing; ſo that all his Knowledge 
as to matters of Trade, was purely Speculative. 3. It is evident that, in his ſaid Trea- 
tiſe, he advances the ſame narrow Notions of the Trade to the Eaft-Indies, and the 
Coaſt of Africa, as we have commonly of any European Trade. And yet contrary 
to his own way of _ he allows that exclufive Joint-Stocks were abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for Eſtabliſhing theſe Eaſt- India and African Trades at firſt ; as in Page 83. of 
his ſaid Treatiſe; and in Page 33. he concludes his Suggeſtions againſt the ſaid Com- 
panies expreſly in the following Words, viz. And in caſe things are ſo conſtituted, that 
the Eaſt and Weſt-India-Trade cannot be preſerved but by mighty Companies, as ſome indeed 
affirm, who underſtand the Tndia- Trade, and have the Credit of Affirming what they ſay, with 
good ſhew of Reaſon ; yet this however muſt be confeſs'd, that the ſaid Companies, as now con- 
ſtituted, do attract and preſerve to Holland all the Trade which depends on their vaſt Equi- 
pages, Ladings and Returns. If this be not De Witt contra De Witt, with a Witneſs, 
the Separate Traders themſelves may Judge. 


This 


1 | 
This their ſo much boaſted-of Treatiſe of Politicks and Trade, was written by Mon- 
ſieur De Witt, and publiſh'd near 50 Years ago; fo that his Country- Men have had Sut- 
ficient time, ever ſince, to have weigh'd and conſider'd the reaſonableneſs of the Con- 
tents thereof: Yet ſtill they (the States of Holland) have thought fir to give no manner of 
Countenance or Allowance to any of their Subjects to Trade to the Iadies, or the Coaſt 
of Africa, otherwiſe than only by excluſive Joint - Stocks, to this Hour; tho? indeed (to 
the unſpeakable detriment of their Weſt-India-Compazy, the Zealand: Interlopers do fre- 
quently play their Pranks, along the Coaſt of Africa, in a clandeſtin Manner. So that 
thus to trump up a Collection of Inco-herenc Scrapes and Paſſages, out of a Book fo 
little regarded in Hollazd ir ſelf, and to deliver Copies thereof to our Legiſlators and 
others, as Arguments to gull us into groundleſs Prejudices againſt ſettling our Trade 
to Africa, on the Foot of an excluſive Joint-Stock , is fuch a piece of Aſſurance as is 
very agreeable to the well known Modeſty of the Separate-Traders to Africa. 
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The zd Paper publiſh'd by the Separate Traders to Africa, is intituled, A 
1 Anſwer to ſeveral pretended Arguments, &c. 5 


HE Author of this 3d. Sheet, on behalf of the Separate Traders, is truely fo 
modett as to own, in his Preface, that he is neither a Trader, nor Member of 
the African Company; and if we may preſume to gueſs at his other Qualifications, by 
his manner of anſwering the Arguments publiſh'd for Trading ro Africa by a Joint- 
Stock; 'tis more than probable that he is a Perſon who never troubled his Head much 
about any manner of Buſineſs whatſoever. But that, paſſing (perhaps) the greateſt 
part of his time, in ſome Coffee-Houſe or other, has pick'd up, here and there, ſome 
Scrapes of ſuch Wiſe Obſervations as. he heard made by other Wou'd-be-Criticks like 
himſelf, and publiſh*'d them to the World as his firſt Eſſay in Print. But really the 
whole is ſuch a poor wretched Compoſition of trifling empry Quibbles, and ftrain'd So- 
phiſms, that any intelligent Perſon who would be at the pains to compare the ſaid 
Argumeats and pretended Anſwer together, may readily ſee that all theſe Arguments 
ſtand as yet unanſwered; yea, and in reality unanſwerable. And beſides too, there 
is an indefinite Number of other Subſtantial Arguments publiſh'd in favour of Trading 
to Africa by a Joint-Stock, of which this Coffee-Houſe Critick takes not the leaſt No- 
tice. And indeed, upon the whole Matter, he ridiculouſly miſ-apply's all his lictle 
Force againſt the Royal-Africar-Company only, as they are now circumitantiated ; rho? 
the ſaid Arguments are expreſly calculated indefinitely for a Company having a ſufficient 
Joint-Stock, and eſtabliſh'd with Parliamentary excluſive Privileges. However leſt le 
ſhould either continue or grow too wiſe in his own Conceit, and triumph without Vi- 
Qtory, by thinking that his pretended Anſwer is a categorical one, in all or any of the 
Particulars therein mention'd, (as certainly it is not) the aforeſaid ſeveral Arguments and 
Anſwers, with reſpective Replies ſeverally ſubjoin'd, ſhall be printed in a Separate 
Paper, ſo as that the ſame may give, at once, a clear and impartial view of the Point 
now chiefly controverted, in Relation to the Method of ſettling the African Trade. 
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The ath Effort made by the Advocates for an open Trade to Africa, is 
; a ſcurrilous Pamphlet, publiſh'd ſome Days agofhinticuled, A true State of the 
preſent DIFFERENCE between the Royal- African- Company and the 


Separate Traders. . ; 


HE very Title cf this Pamphlet ſhews, that the Contents thereof do relate only 

* to the particular Diſpute between the ſaid Company and Separate Traders, con- 
cerning their ſeveral and reſpective private Intereſts; and therefore can import little or 
nothing towards clearing the main Queſtion in Debate as afore-ſtated. And truely, 
upon peruſal of the aforeſaid Pamphlet, it manifeſtly appears that the whole is but a 
mere Scandalous and Calumnius PARAPHRASE on the ſeveral Heads of the firſt 
printed LETTER abovemention'd ; fo that, in effect, the ANIMADYVERSIONS_. 
made already on the Former, may naturally enough be applied to all and ſundry the 
Parts of this Pamphlet. For it does not contain fo much as one ſeemingly pertinent Ar- 
gument againſt ſettling the Trade to Africa, on the foot of a Joint-Stock, which is not 
previouſly confuted, in either the FIRST, SECONDor THIRD PARTS of 
the REFLECTIONS on the Conſtitution and Management of the African Trade; And 
that to the full Conviction of any diſ- intereſted Perſon, who will be at the pains to 
compare the one with the other; carrying always this Caveat along with him; Thar 
the preſent low Circumſtances of the Royal- African-Company, occaſion'd by violent and 
other Supervenient Cauſes, and particularly by the Encroachments of rhe Interlopers 


and Separate Traders, on the Privileges of their Charter, may nor (as the Separate 
B | Traders 


(65) 


Traders do vainly and moft ridiculouſly urge) be conſidered as a Role for meaſuring 


the Succels, or making an Eſtimate of the Advantages which may reaſonably be ex- 


go from an excluſive Joinr-Scock-Trade to Africa, when eſtabliſh'd by Act of Par- 
lament. 


i 
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The 5th Paper publiſhed by the Separate Traders, is intituled, A ſecond Lei- 
ter to a Member of Parliament relating to the ſettling the African Trade. 


_ ; 'O any Man tolerably well acquainted with the preſent Circumſtances of the 
Royal-African-Company, and the uſage which they met with, theſe 20 Years laſt 
pait, it will maniteſtly appear that, under the Colour of a feign'd and falſe Pretence 
of a publick Good, a Compaſſionate regard to the Intereſt of the Creditors, and an e- 
quitable Conſideration for the Property of the Adventurers of the Company) the Au- 
thor of this Second Leiter has artfully couch'd a moſt malicious, ſpiteful, fraudulent 
and oppreſſive Deſign of wholly deveſting the ſaid Adventurers of their Property on 
the Coaſt of Africa, and conſequently of all means for Recovering either their own vaſt 
Loſſes, or doing impartial Juſtce to their ſaid Creditors. So that, by extirpating 
and deftroying the Company at once, both Root and Branch, their Poſſeſſions on the 
Coaſt of Africa, may be a mean to enrich ſome Perſons of private and Sinifter tem- 
orary grey at the expence of unavoidably loſing the whole African Trade to this 
8 at laſt ; beſide the many other Confuſions and pernicious Conſequences that 
would neceſſarily attend the giving a Sanction to ſuch an impracticable and chymeri- 
cal Project, as is ſuggeſted by the ſaid Letter. Whereas, by reſtoring to the Cempany a- 
gain the intire and juſt Poſſeſſion of their own Rights and Property, on the Coaſt of 
Africa (the Acquirement and Management of which coſt them ſeveral Hundred Thou- 
ſands of Pounds) they may, upon the foot of a Parliamentary excluſive Conſtitution, 
without the Neceſſity of a Compulſory Act for doing Violence to any Man's Property, 
not only regularly aſſume and admit all ſuch of Her Majeſty's Subjects as have a 
Mind to trade to Africa, under one uniform Management, to be concerned in their 
intended additional Joint-Stock ; but be likewiſe ſoon in a Condition to make certain 
yearly Exports of great Quantities of Manufactures and other Goods to Africa; to ſup- 
ply the Plantations duely with ſuitable Numbers of Negroes, at moderate Rates; to 
repair, inlarge and maintain their Forts and Settlements; to preſerve and improve their 
Trade; to do Jultice to all their Creditors ; to recover the great Sums already expen- 
&d by them, in and about the Premiſſes; and conſequently to improve and diffuſe the 
National Advantages that may ariſe to Great- Britain, by Trading to Africa in that 
Method, to a far greater Degree than can poſſibly ever be compaſs'd, by Trading 
thither, in any open Method whatſoever. 

But to recapitulate, and make a ſhort Deduction of the Grounds and Occaſion of this whole 
Diſpute, and true ſtate of the Caſe, particular notice ought to be taken of the extreme 
low Circumſtances of our Trade to Africa, not only as to Forts and Settlements on that 
Coaſt, but even as to the very Medium and Subject of our Trade thither, and of the 


meaſure of Knowledge and Experience that we had acquired of the true Method and 


uncommon contingent Circumſtances of trading thither, before the preſent Royal African- 


Con pany was eſtabliſh'd, in the Year 1672. For it cannot be denied but that, till then, 


their Predeceſſors brought always the greateſt part of their Cargoes, proper for that 
Coaſt, from Holland. 

In Confirmation of which Truth, there are authentick Certificates to be produc'd, to 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, that the preſent Royal- 4frican-Compeny are the firſt 
and only Society (or other Perfons whatſoever) that have ever been at the Pains, Care, 
Trouble, Charge or Expence of introducing, directing and encouraging the making the ſe- 
veral Woollen ManufaQtures afrermention'd in England, viz. Annabaſſes, Nicanees, T apſeils, 
Brawles, Boyſadoes, Striped-Carpets, &c. of all which, and other proper Merchandize, they, 
for many Years together, exported yearly upwards of 70000 J. value. (which will like- 
wiſe be vouched by authentick Certificates) And, in proportion to their Stock, were in as 
flouriſhing and proſperous Circumſtances, for about 20 Years time, from the Com- 
mencement of their Charter, as any other trading Company in Europe; yea, and im- 
proved their Trade, in all the Branches thereof, to the general Credit, Satisfaction and 
Advantage of the whole Kingdom, the Plantations, and all the Adventurers concern'd 
in the Company's Stock; till (ſome particular Perſons envying the greatneſs of the Com- 
pany's Succeſs) many repeated Encroachments were made upon the Privileges of the 
Company's Charter, by thoſe whole interfering Intereſts and unjuſtifiable Practices have 
been the chief and original Cauſe of reducing the Company's Stock to its preſent low 

Condition. f | 


And. 
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And tho', without the help and aſſiſtänce of that Foundation which the Company 
laid, as to Manufactures at Home, and Settlements Abroad, it was not poſſible for the 
Separate Traders to have carried on ſo much as the ſhadow of that very Trade which 
they now ſo extravagantly boaſt of; yet theſe very Perſons that have plowed with the 
Company's Heifer, and who, for ſeveral Years paſt, have been a continued Thorn in the 
Company's Side, do not reſt fatisfied with their having embaraſſed and confounded the 
former regular Proceedings and Uniformity of the Company's Meaſures, both Abroad 
and at Home; but, as an indirect Juſtification or Allevation of their own unaccountable 
Proceedings and Practices, are, with the utmoſt Malice imaginable, ſtudying how to 
ruin and extirpate the remains of the Company's Property and Stock, yea and the very 
Name of the Company, both Root and Branch. 

Yea, and to compaſs ſuch their wicked purpoſes, they induſtriouſly invent, contrive 

and propagate molt ſcandalous and malicious Stories, to prepoſſeſs the Nation with 
groundleſs Prejudices againſt the Company, and more eſpecially againſt the Managers 
thereof; converting their Misfortunes and neceſſary Precautions into Crimes; and ſing- 
ling out (as the greateſt Cminals) thoſe: of the ſaid Managers whom they think the 
molt vigilant and active in preſerving the Rights and Property, and keeping up the 
face of a regular Company ; till the Wiſdom of the Parliament be duly apprized of the 
Labarynth and Difficulties in which they are involved, thro? the aforeſaid means, and 
other ſupervenient Loſſes by Captures, &c. during a long 20 Years War. 
Thus not only all their ſcurrilous Libels and Pamphlets delivered to the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, and publiſhed thioughout the Nation, but 
even the whole ſubſtance of the Separate Traders nauſeous and frequently repeated Ha- 
rangues, at the Bar of the ſaid Honourable Houſe, conſiſts of moſt ſcandalous, virulent 
— bitter Invectives againſt the Managers of the Company, traducing them in their 
Names, Reputations and Characters, in a moſt fulſom manner, as it they were no 
other than Kna ves, Fools and Bankrupts ; tho? the contrary be very well known, even 
to the Separate Traders themſelves. 

It the Separate Traders ſhould now, by way of excuſe, equivocate and ſay that they 
meant only che Company's Joint-Stock to be Bankrupt; that can be of no import, with 
reſpect to the ſettling and eſtabliſhing the propereſt Conſtitution for carrying on the 

Trade to Africa; becauſe the Members of the Company are ſtill capable of raiſing a ſuf- 
ficieat Additional Stock; provided they may have ſuitable Encouragement from the 
Wiſdom of the Parliament. | 

It is very remarkable that the Datch. Eaſt- India- Company (who are now the moſt power- 
ful trading Company in the Univerſe, and who have extended their Dominions in the 
Eaft-Indies more than all the Kingdoms, States and Companieg'ot Europe beſide) were (accor- 
ding to the Separate Traders Notion) Bankrupt, oftner Huf cen forced to raiſe thres 

ſeveral ſucceſſive Stocks, one after another, beſore they could get any conſiderable footing 
in thoſe remote Parts of the World. So that, without regard to any of the ſcandalous Sto- 
ries invented and propagated by the Separate Traders; It is not now doubted, but that the 
PROPOSAL which the Company have already prepared to be laid before the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, on Twxe/day next, the 24th of January Inſtant, may give 
intire Satisfaction to the Parliament; and that, of courſe, the Trade to Africa will be 
ſoon ſettled on the foot of a Parliamentary Conſtitution, ſuitable to the Nature and ſin- 


gular Circumſtances thereof. 


Nemo confidat nimium ſecundis ; 
Nemo deſperet meliora lapſis; 
Res Deus noſtras celeri citatas 


Turbine verſat. Senec. Thyeſt. 


Ferre, quam ſortem patiuntur omnes, 
Nemo recuſat. Senec. Troas. 


Maltorum manibus grande levatur onas. Claud. 
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